pity you will consider our great repentance and hum-
ble submission, and will grant us forgiveness for our
outrageous trespass and offence. For well we know
that your liberal grace and mercy reach out farther
into goodness than reach our outrageous guilts and
trespasses into wickedness; and this despite the fact
that we have wickedly and damnably offended against
your high lordship/'
Then Melibee took them benignly up from the
ground, and received their obligations and bonds,
by their oaths, and their pledges and sureties and
hostages, and assigned a day for their reappearance
before his court to receive and accept his sentence
and judgment, the which he should impose; and after
this, each man returned to his own home.
And when Dame Prudence saw her opportunity,
she asked her lord, Melibee, what vengeance he pur-
posed taking on these adversaries.
To which Melibee replied: "Surely I think and
fully purpose to confiscate all that they have and to
strip diem out of their inheritances, and then to send
them into perpetual banishment."
"Certainly," said Dame Prudence, "that Were a
cruel sentence and much against reason. For you are
rich enough, and have no need of other men's prop-
erty. And you could easily in this way acquire a name
for covetousness, which is a vicious thing and ought
to be avoided by every good man. For, after the word
of the apostle, covetousness is the root of all evil.
Therefore were it better for you to lose an equal
property of your own than to take theirs from them
in this manner. For better it is to lose goods with
honour than to win them by villainy and shame. And
every man ought to be diligent about getting and
keeping a good name. And he should not only busy
himself with the keeping of a good name, but he
should impose upon himself the constant task of re-
newing it. For it is written that 'The good fame or
good name of a man is soon passed and forgotten,
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